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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to tine record appears below. Sliould tine clianges 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ashley Pezzneron 1/16/2009. 

Cancel claim 30. 

In claim 22, after "a sulfonyl group are recovered" insert "wherein the functional 
group capable of reacting with the activated carboxyt group is chosen from an amino 
group, which is optionally monoalkylated, a hydroxyl group or a thiol group". 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The instant amendments clarify the recited functional group. In this regard, the 
closest prior art, US 7138538, fails to teach or suggest the step of reacting an activated 
carboxyl group with the recited functional group. 

With regard to any double patenting issue over 1 1/664571 , the examiner notes 
that the instant application is earlier filed, see MPEP 804 ("If a "provisional" nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting (ODP) rejection is the only rejection remaining in the 
earlier filed of the two pending applications, while the later-filed application is rejectable 
on other grounds, the examiner should withdraw that rejection and permit the earlier- 
filed application to issue as a patent without a terminal disclaimer."). 
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Applicant's authorization of tine amendment does not constitute acquiescence in 
any rejection, but made solely to expedite issuance of the captioned application. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Karl J. Puttlitz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0645. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Sullivan, can be reached at telephone number (571 ) 272-0779. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Karl J. Puttlitz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1621 



